CONNECT Act Options to Make Permanent CMS’s DSMT Waiver

Option 1: Amend the Medicare definition of “practitioner” at section 1842(b)(18)(C) to
include a certified provider of DSMT programs and amend the definition of a “certified
provider” in the definition of Diabetes Outpatient Self-Management Training Services at
section 1861(qq) to include an entity certified by an accrediting organization approved by the
Secretary. The definition of “practitioner” is referenced in the telehealth statute section
(1834)(m).

SSA Section 1842(b)(18)(C)

(18)(A) Payment for any service furnished by a practitioner described in subparagraph (C) and
for which payment may be made under this part on a reasonable charge or fee schedule basis
may only be made under this part on an assignment-related basis.

(B) A practitioner described in subparagraph (C) or other person may not bill (or collect any
amount from) the individual or another person for any service described in subparagraph (A),
except for deductible and coinsurance amounts applicable under this part. No person is liable
for payment of any amounts billed for such a service in violation of the previous sentence. If a
practitioner or other person knowingly and willfully bills (or collects an amount) for such a
service in violation of such sentence, the Secretary may apply sanctions against the practitioner
or other person in the same manner as the Secretary may apply sanctions against a physician in
accordance with subsection (j)(2) in the same manner as such section applies with respect to a
physician. Paragraph (4) of subsection (j) shall apply in this subparagraph in the same manner
as such paragraph applies to such section.

(C) A practitioner described in this subparagraph is any of the following:

(i) A physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or clinical nurse specialist (as defined in section
1861(aa)(5)).

(ii) A certified registered nurse anesthetist (as defined in section 1861(bb)(2)).

(iii) A certified nurse-midwife (as defined in section 1861(gg)(2)).

(iv) A clinical social worker (as defined in section 1861(hh)(1)).

(v) A clinical psychologist (as defined by the Secretary for purposes of section 1861(ii)).

(vi) A registered dietitian or nutrition professional.

(vii) A certified provider of Diabetes Outpatient Self-Management Training Services (as defined
in section 1861(qq)(2)(A)).

SSA Section 1861(qq)

Diabetes Outpatient Self-Management Training Services



(qg)(1) The term “diabetes outpatient self-management training services” means educational
and training services furnished (at such times as the Secretary determines appropriate) to an
individual with diabetes by a certified provider (as described in paragraph (2)(A)) in an
outpatient setting by an individual or entity who meets the quality standards described in
paragraph (2)(B), but only if the physician who is managing the individual’s diabetic condition
certifies that such services are needed under a comprehensive plan of care related to the
individual’s diabetic condition to ensure therapy compliance or to provide the individual with
necessary skills and knowledge (including skills related to the self-administration of injectable
drugs) to participate in the management of the individual’s condition.

(2) In paragraph (1)—

(A) a “certified provider” is a physician, or other individual or entity designated by
the Secretary, that, in addition to providing diabetes outpatient self-management
training services, provides other items or services for which payment may be made
under this title, or entity certified by an accrediting organization approved by the
Secretary; and

(B) a physician, or such other individual or entity, meets the quality standards
described in this paragraph if the physician, or individual or entity, meets quality
standards established by the Secretary, except that the physician or other individual
or entity shall be deemed to have met such standards if the physician or other
individual or entity meets applicable standards originally established by the National
Diabetes Advisory Board and subsequently revised by organizations who participated
in the establishment of standards by such Board, or is recognized by an organization
that represents individuals (including individuals under this title) with diabetes as
meeting standards for furnishing the services.

Option 2: Amend the telehealth statute section 1834(m) to mention a certified provider of
diabetes outpatient self-management training services and amend the definition of “diabetes
outpatient self-management training services” at section 1861(qq) to include an entity
certified by an accrediting organization approved by the Secretary.

SSA Section 1834(m)

(m) PAYMENT FOR TELEHEALTH SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pay for telehealth services that are furnished via a
telecommunications system by a physician (as defined in section 1861(r)) or a certified provider
of diabetes outpatient self-management training services (described in section 1861(gq)) or a
practitioner (described in section 1842(b)(18)(C)) to an eligible telehealth individual enrolled
under this part notwithstanding that the individual physician, certified provider, or practitioner
providing the telehealth service is not at the same location as the beneficiary. For purposes of
the preceding sentence, in the case of any Federal telemedicine demonstration program
conducted in Alaska or Hawaii, the term “telecommunications system” includes store-and-




forward technologies that provide for the asynchronous transmission of health care
information in single or multimedia formats.

SSA Section 1861(qq)

Diabetes Outpatient Self-Management Training Services

(qg)(1) The term “diabetes outpatient self-management training services” means educational
and training services furnished (at such times as the Secretary determines appropriate) to an
individual with diabetes by a certified provider (as described in paragraph (2)(A)) in an
outpatient setting by an individual or entity who meets the quality standards described in
paragraph (2)(B), but only if the physician who is managing the individual’s diabetic condition
certifies that such services are needed under a comprehensive plan of care related to the
individual’s diabetic condition to ensure therapy compliance or to provide the individual with
necessary skills and knowledge (including skills related to the self-administration of injectable
drugs) to participate in the management of the individual’s condition.

(2) In paragraph (1)—

(A) a “certified provider” is a physician, or other individual or entity designated by
the Secretary, that, in addition to providing diabetes outpatient self-management
training services, provides other items or services for which payment may be made
under this title, or entity certified by an accrediting organization approved by the
Secretary; and

(B) a physician, or such other individual or entity, meets the quality standards
described in this paragraph if the physician, or individual or entity, meets quality
standards established by the Secretary, except that the physician or other individual
or entity shall be deemed to have met such standards if the physician or other
individual or entity meets applicable standards originally established by the National
Diabetes Advisory Board and subsequently revised by organizations who participated
in the establishment of standards by such Board, or is recognized by an organization
that represents individuals (including individuals under this title) with diabetes as
meeting standards for furnishing the services.




