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February 10, 2010
Name

Title

Address

City, State Zip

Dear Name,

I am writing to inform you that the American Association of Diabetes Educators (AADE) is now approved by The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to accredit Diabetes Self-Management Education/Training Programs.  Such programs that are accredited by AADE are eligible for reimbursement from CMS. The February 27, 2009, Federal Register http://edocket.acces.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-3287.pdf announced the approval of AADE’s application for recognition as a National Accreditation Organization (NAO).   

AADE accredited programs must provide evidence that they meet or exceed the National Standards for Diabetes Self-Management Education.  AADE’s Accreditation Program requires the delivery of education content and also encourages behavior change, with the aim of improving the health status of people with diabetes.  

What does this means to you and to your members?  Diabetes education provided through programs accredited by AADE’s Diabetes Education Accreditation Program (DEAP) should be eligible for coverage and reimbursement, exactly the same as those accredited by others, such as The American Diabetes Association. 

As an insurer, you may begin to receive requests for reimbursement from AADE Accredited Programs.  We are encouraging programs to forward a copy of their AADE Certificate of Accreditation for your records with their bills, just as they do for Medicare. CMS has informed its Medicare Contractors that programs accredited by AADE are eligible for reimbursement retroactive to March 30, 2009.

Please review AADE’s DSME/T accreditation website for up-to-date information http://www.diabeteseducator.org/accreditation, and contact our Diabetes Education Accreditation staff at 800-338-3633 or DEAP@aadenet.org to answer any questions. Please share this information with staff in your contracting department and other areas involved in coverage and reimbursement.

I appreciate your consideration in this effort to improve the health outcomes of all people with diabetes.   
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Sincerely,

Lana Vukovljak

Chief Executive Officer
